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Momorandum for Record

SUBTECT: Trip to George AFB on 20-23 Hay 1952

! 06 17 May 1952, Lt E. J, Ruppelt oalled Major Tinesnt Wolrath, Wing Inta]_'l.igqn.c.?
Officer of the j4&Wiighter Bosber Wing at.George AFR, Callfl, Major Holrath etated
that dus %o the recent flurry of aightings he decmed it vory advisable. to send somo-
sne from ATIC to George AFE. Lt Ruppelt hhd ordera cub and departed by commersial
alr on 20 May 1952 arriving at George AFD late on the evenlag of the 20th,

on 21 May 1952, Lt Buppelt contacted Major lolrath who reviewed aightings
@ 5211-1%=14 apd ] May, Several of these siphtings Lroa a Tuby, . poozed to be
T 7o end plans were nadd to attempt to cbaerve the objedt on the afterooon
of 21 May.

L+ Melzer, who had pilated the T-6, during previous observatlons wes con-
tacted, Mo offered to fly that B.M,-and take Lt Ruppelt along ns obaorvor and to
pgsiat in setting up an observatlon team, Both the Oround Gontrol Intercept
(Radar] and Fighter Interceptor sguadron of ADC were contactod and briefed on the
sightings and plana to ohserve fre= a T-5. They agresd %o atand by all afterncon
on "D' channel of WHF in case the objeet wam sdghted, If it was, T=86'a wiild ba
gerapbled and rader would sttemptoa plokeup, A ground station and o giound observer
tapn headed by Major Wolrath was equipped with a ground VHF set pnd would have &
tologoopa to makid pround cbeervatipns from the George“AFB: line, Wenther waa
alortod in case a theodolite was neoded, All VEF gets were pet up for “Uv shannal
on a spacial frequency to keop ths interception of mepsages to a minimim, !

' At 1330 ‘PIST, the T-6 vas sirborme. Lt Auppolt had & Licon with a 135 ==
talephote lona in case photos could be takén.- At. 1430 POST, the ground obeer-
vation tesm called the T-6 and stated they were chaerving the objeet through a
taleasops and it appeared to.be & bwlloon, Alss 1t wes didentienl th several offthe pre- -
vious reparts an previcus shaorvers were ¢m the ground watching, The aerisl search
waa oontimed with no success and at 1440 FIST the ‘cbject disappeared, The serial
search wae broken off asd the T-6 landed. i

Lt Fuppelt contasted Edvards AFP and wos informed that at 1438 FUST a Rawin-
ponde balloon from thelr station burst at TS,QOD.’-—W,DDU' SEE of tholr ptation
(approxinately over George AFE). =3

It was aqmlu.de_-fd that the object wan u:u'mum.

tn 22 May 1952, the entire day s spent lnterviewing sources of other
aightings. It will be noted that although some of the reports were atiributed
to balloons, others could not bp and wre stlll being iovestigated,

| ft Ruppelt returnsd to W-P ATB on 23 May.

The cooperdtion ressived at George AFB wup excellent,
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